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Lord Chief Justice "animadverted somewhat severely" upon
his conduct.
Barnardo immediately appealed; so 021 Friday, January
24th? and Monday, January 27th, i8go3 the Appeal came be-
fore Lord Esher. Master of the Rolls, and Lord Justice Frv.
*	'	«J	4
And the facts revealed, as the Doctor pleaded his own case
against three prominent barristers, are highly poignant.
After hearing all the witnesses and examining all the
affidavits, the Master of the Rolls pronounced Mrs. Gossage
"an unnatural brute"'5, who disposed of her child "as if he
were a monkey555 and who "neither knew nor cared what
became of him53. He suggesteds moreover, that for five
shillings she could be persuaded to do almost anything with
the boy. "She was a bad woman/5 he declared, "and is no
better now than she was before." Again, her solemnly sworn
affidavit, he pronounced, "an impertinent falsehood55; while,
as for her statement that her husband had on his death-bed
granted her permission to bring up this boy as a Catholic,
it was sworn by the Master of the Warwick Workhouse (a
disinterested witness) that "just before the death of the said
Edward Gossage55 lie had called Mary Gossage to her
husband's bedside^ and that <cshe was, at the time of such
visit, in a state of intoxication33.
Yet this was the "poor woman" whom the "wicked Dr.
Barnardo55 had robbed of her "sacred53 light to decide the
destiny of her child. And the Law, as it then stood, upheld
her claim. For the Master of the Rolls, declaring that he
could "quite understand35 why Norton would be "very
anxious indeed55 that the mother should know nothing of
his whereabouts, nevertheless held that for Barnardo the
"real point'5 was: "If you have broken the Law from, the
best of motives, you have broken the Law—and must take
the consequences."
Toward the close of the Appeal, when already it vms
evident that the Judges would hold that Barnardo had
broken the Law, Lord Esher., to illustrate the legal position.

